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AGM SUMMARY

The second Annual General Meating of the ISFA wag held as scheduled on
28th Kay at Buswell's Hotel, while the turnout was soczowhat less then hoped
(about 16 showea up), a good bit of business wes gone tkrough,

The reports of the 1977-1978 Committee were all accepted unanicously. In
addition to the reports contained in the April/May Kewsletter, Paddy 0°Conn-
61}l gave the financlal statement., pAlong with a balance of aocout ¥42, Le said
-that we are still holéing #18 owed to rersons holding tickets to the abortive
2001 showing in December. If you still have your tickets, you should redeex
thez from Paddy at the usual addreas. *

Hext aiscussed were amendments to the ISFA Constitution. The changes,
which were all adopted unhanimously, were as follows:

{.) add to Article 17: "However, individuale muat have been a mewsber
of the 19PA for at least two months preceding an Annual General
Meeting, subject to the verification of the Committes.,"

11.) Article 20 (entirely revised): "The firsit order of business at
& General Meeting shall be the presentaticn ana verification of
proxiea. The totel amount of proxies outstanding shall then be
announced %o the meating at large. votes may be given personelly
or by proxy; in thke event of a vete by coust of hand, if the sum
of the numbsr of minority votes cast plus the number of proxies
presented excedes or equals the nusmber of majority votes cast, a
pcll shall automatically result. Therefors e count of hand votes
nust 0@ announced,® :

14i.) Articie 24 {eatirsly revised): “No member shall be sligible
for wmoambership on the Committee unless ‘such asmber has been a
nember in good standing at least through the calendar year preced-
ing ths date of the AGN, except when there i® a unanimous poll
vote in favour of extending apecisl qualification to a member who
right not meet this criteria."
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w~e Sunday 25th June: S

--- This meeting being held the evening after Harry Harrisou's Writers!® ———
~-= Convention wraps up, we hope to be able to persusas a few of hig at- =—
--~ tendees to drop by to chat with us on an informsl bmsis. This meeting =-=
~=w will be held at 7:30 at the parliament Inn, ae usual. ——

«=- Sunday 30th July: B

«e= It is hoped that we will have Mr. Peter Costello, the author of the ———
-=- new biography of Jules Verne, as our guest on this date. This meeting -
~—= will also be at 7:30 at the Parliament Inn. ——
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iv,) Articls 26: strike ths “and» pefore "(e)" end insert the follow-
irg: *wien ao determined by a majority volte of the Coamittes, or%.

v.) article 28: insert after "acscretion®: “and with the corsent of
those co-opted” ape atrike out the last sentence. Insert at the
ena: “Thoge co-3pted ashall have no voting power upon the Committee,
unless they are 50 co-opted €o fil)l a vacancy caugsed by the resig-
nation or reaoval of s Committes member.”

vi.) Articlo 42: strike out "The auditor™ and replace it with: "when
an aualtor hes teen demanded by a majoritvy vote of an ACH or ECHM,
such persca®,

vii.) Article 44 (entirely revised): "Ihc Commitiee may not refuass
tho application of a new member without good reason which must be
given to the applicant in writing. This refusal may be overruled
bty a majority vot9 8% uan AGM or ECM."

The next order of Duisine3ss was the nominetion ana election of the 1978~ .
1979 comaittce. P.J. Ccodae, a3 Libtrarisn, did not have to stand for reelection
ag is previced for unaer Articls 36. For the five vacancles thus availlable, ve
nad six nominees; Joan Mahna, John McCarthy, Faddy Q'Connell, Brian Redwmond,
Rrendan Ryder, and Freg Woois. All were elected save Brendan Ryder. Voteg re-
ceived were 10, 14, i3, 14, 5, ana 1& respectiively,

Vries of thanka wers then propossd ard passed for the cwigoing Comzittee
mexbera (Rita Meshai, Bobby Mclaughlin, and Richael Cardner), and apecial
votes were passed for former Chalraan Robert Lane and for P.J. Qovde in re-
cognition of hie excellent ~ork and dedication ag evidenced by the work in
the Parliauent Inn.

Irgsvcintely afier the 4ACM, the new Comzitlee held a responsibility sap-
portionaent pewetiny ana the following offices end functions ware aasigned:

Jehn ¥cCarthy: Chairman and Publications

Yeddy G'Coinell: Secrotary and Treausurer

I'.J. Gooca; Library

trian Redmoad: Fatror Liaison, Fublic Relations, Alchemisi'a Head

Lialson, and (wmbudsaan

Fred 'Yoods: Writer's Workshop Jubcommittee and meeting coordinstor

Joan jlahon: Fund Raising Subcommittee and Function Jecretary
‘eedless t2 suy, many of these responsivilities overlap and it iz expected
that the varinus Commitiese memzbers will feel free to call on their fellowe
to accomplish the almn of ths ISFA.

work nas begun in preraring a Calendar of Evente for the next year's
activities,
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RECENT MEETINGS

The z3 Miy weeting was e rather informal get together of the membership,
25 was plennel. The icea wan to talk over the plans for the coming year's
wctivities, It alpso was the first public diasplay of P.J. Goode's handiwork to
the Gereral Pablic,

Trhe April meeting helc oi the JOth was the long-awaited debate concerning
the relative yvirtues of Fantsuy and Science Fiction. The motion was as follows
celow: "Resolrea: that Science Fiction fulfills a greater sccial nesd than
icts Fantasy.' Chairing the meeting was Brian Redmond. The negative view waa
rupresented by Pred Wooas and John Melarthy, Speaking in favour were Rita
“eehan end Paidy O'Connelil.

The first speaker was John McCarthy. Bazsing his arguments on a fairly
ztiff definition of SF, R, «, Wells' Rule, John attempted to show that SF was
2esentinlly tiking accepted human or explicable alien reactions to new sit-
«uations to cr2ate the couflict upon which the plot would be based, Fantasy, on

2.



the other hand, would take known altuations and superimpose some goré of
strange remctions or beings to build the stery. By condemning apocrlyptic
SF aa only marginally entertaining, he said that any positive benefita
vould be overshadowed by the lack of escepist release. This would, he con-
cludea, show that SF could have a negative effect upon society, and thus
prove the negative side's contention out of hand.

Neadless to suy, the first speaker in favour, Paddy 0'Connell, dxd not
agree with the above exposition. gpeaking entirely extemporaneously, Paddy
claimed that 2ince Fantasy deals with things we know to be impossible, it
gives us no chance of trying to predict {and thus aveid) the effects of
technological developments upon human society. This would iamply that Fantasy
would wiele the greater detrimental affect upon society, by preparing to
prepare us adsquately for the future.

Pred woods then resuzed the negative side's atlsck, He pointed out that
Fantasy was the sourcs of all civilieation, for it was through the imagining
of @ better way of life that wan's creative efforts were directed into
labour-saving aevices guch as wheels, brooms, fire, and medicine. ¥red then
pointed out that the one willing suspension of disbelief allowed in SF (H.
C. wells' Rule sgain) was in fact an olement of Pantasy, Given the regativa
potential of 3F, thie subcategory of Fantasy could not help but yield a
smuller social benefit then Funtasy could a3 a whols,

Rita Xuehan concluded the expcsitory presentations with the secend
favouring epeech. Rita stressed that SF has one viriue which Fantasy could
never have, i.e. an awsreness of change and its relationship to ourzclives
as poople. She defended this argument with several examplea of the aature of
interpersonsl relationships. Given the aavance of the Puturs Shock theory,
clearly cne must leaurn in advance what the future could demand of us, This
is the real social nued which faceas us all and which Fantusy cannot handle.

Both sides then took a short bresk to prepare rebuttals. Thess con~
cluding statements wera remarkable  for their coloured rhetoric and near-
libellous denuncigtions. In the vating, the team of Rits and Paddy won both
the deciaion and the best spesakers award. There followed a lively discuesion
from the rloor.
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RECENT ADDITIONS TC THE LIBRARY

P, J, Gocde has askad that the following edditions be made to your
library booklists:

ALDISS (Briaes) Billion Year Spree

BULMER (K.)(Ed. New writinge in SF 24

BRACKETT (leigh The Big Jump

DISCH (Tom) The Puppies of Terra

GCOULART {Ron) Yampiralla 2

MCHLAKRD (Dick) Hearteclock

NOUHSE (Alan B.) Tiger by the Tail

ROBERTS (Keith) Pavane

SMITH (E.BE, "Doc%) First Lenaman

TEMPLE (William P,) The Plesh-pots of Sansato

VANCB (Jack) Big Planet

VNEGUT (Kurt) Slapstick

WILHELY (Kate) where Late the 3Jwest Birds Saog

WILLIAXSON (Jack) SEETEE Ship

Hagazines: ANALOQ ¢cct., Nov., Dec. 1977
GALAXY gept. 1977

Recent donors to the ISFA Library i{nclude pavid Laase, John Mahon, and
John Mecarthy.
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REVIEWS

izperial farth by A, C, Clarke

This is not an easy book to review, (Clarke hinaelf relates acme of the
siight weaknesses in the book in his notes in the back. Por a highly critice
al”reuder thess should suffice, for without thess two key assumptions, the
vock would have no plot end no conflict. I'1l leave it to the reader to find-
ovt wkhat they are.

They can be tolerated, of course. The plot.itself is rather odd-~~it
irvelves interplanstary snuggling and a predicted econoxric crisis, but these
are merely backgrouna to the story. The real point of the book is & dig-

ccurase upon the effects of the expansion of human society to the planets and
zcens of the soler system, Aside from ths one btig itechnological breakthrough
cvidenced early in the book, all is o linear extrapolation of the current
2tate of the phyalical arts up to 2276.

It shoula be mentioned that Imperial Earth containe some of the strongest
chzracterisations that Clarke has yet producae., lmmensely interesting is the
#ay people alder than myself are given an inssatiable curiocsity and e reveal-
ed insecurity which would result, far beyond what the run-of-ihe-mill book
wight opresent,

The Lero of the book iz puncan Makenzie {(a dlack clone), thipd "gener-
ation® descendent of the ruler of Titan. Ths background of the settlement
oi the z2oon anu the developtient of the society it conteins {s suceinctly yot

cinatingly pregented. Duncan's country's economy ie dependent upon rights
fer mining hydrogen from Titan's atmosphere for fusion power; this is thread-
¢ned by B8 new space drive referred to by Clarke himself as "outragecus®,
which woula only need a very small fraction of their usual year’s GEP,

duncan himself is sent to garth {in his early 30'8) for thres reasons:

to find a solution to the economic problea, to have ths next "generation”
of pakenzies cloned from him, and to deliver a 1G minute aspeach to the

ngreas in Washington on the 500th nuniversary of the-smerican Declaration
b: Incependencs. [ won't Lorg you vith the details of the flight er of the
siructure of society in 2276, but suffice it te say that it eppears that
trhess are well worth investigating by any reader,

There are several points worth smentioning, however. Pirst, it seems thet
te a large extent, the evolved scciefty is no more than a utopianised version
of the smericen Drean minus the profit motive. Second, there ie an annoying
zoundance of what can only be culled cloacal imagery in sosetimes unlikely
clzces, Third, i% is a shcme that Clarke didn't have Makengis weet some
representatives from Mars, liercury, or Luna in s note-comparing sesasion or
tug. xll his narratea contact on Earth ie wilh Esrthmen, save the Fateful
gncounter witn a fellow Titanian, from which only one walks away alive,

To condenss the ending, Titan finds av incustry to solve its economic
preblems, Duncen makes his speech, and he brings home a clong. There ig an
intereating narrative technique smployed of having a stranger walk inte a
rew (to him) society as the vehicle for telling you about that soctety; the
Few flashbacks are very well handled; and the computar technology is well
wgrih reasing for i{ts own gake,

In conclusion, 1 would have to put thia fine dook in the category of
cne of the best I have reac,

Revieved by John j[cCarthy
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Tover of Glasa by Rebert Silvorherg (London; Par Books, 70p.)

This novel is set in the year 2218, in an earth ruled by a World Congress
froa Qeneva, when all naticnsl governments have disappeared aue to the invenw
tiocn of the "Transmat®, or an instantaneous matter transmitter,

The mein character is Simeon King, a billionalre inventor, who has ¢reated
a nev race of androi@e to run both his own and other incustries, when the novel
opens, he hes just sturted building o huge tower in the Canadian Tuadra, in
order to send replies by tachyon beamr to a star in ths Proxima centauroa uysteu,
which has besn trensmitiing signals to Rarth. el

In his portrayal of the androidst creation, 3ilverberg "ecalls Huxley's
Brave Hew yorlo, eapecially in his description of the "Alpha, Beta, & Gazma®
classes. However, he is atrikingly original in his description of a new anarcid
religion, based on the worship of their creator King, and Lhe novel develops to
@ voverful tragic climax, when King brutally destroys the androias' faith in
hlm, by degeribing thea as mere animated tools, things without apny rights,
working for humenity's benefit.

Silverberg has partly disproved thie view by showing earlier in the novel
that alpha claas androids are capable of huwan feelings; and that even King‘s
own son has fallen in love with sn alpha female, |

This novel is a fascinating exploration in hard SF terma of the prodlenme
conceraning human-androcid relationships, and 1 would personally recommend it to
I3FA menbere.

Reviewed by David Lass
UBIK by Philip K, Dick and The Early seimov {¥cl. I.} by Issac Asimov

It is impossible to dony that Fhilip K. bick has a fertile imasginetion. In
& prolific cereer he has forced rezders to think about the way we construct cur
nreality”, especially that elaement of it we ¢all "Time", This bcok, however, iz
not one of his best. He has tuken several ideaa: telepathic sna countertele-
pethio business practices, life after denth, $ise slips, and the ubiguitcus
pressura of agvertising, and wmads them into a novel which I must confess I
feund sloppy. Any of thess idess could have besn developed into a good book;
collectively they constitute a rather sppalling bag of worma. The failings of
the book lesd inexorably Lo an ending which is uncoubtedly weal, ana which 1
thought wea & chest.

48 if to show how unmeaningful it is to talk of "all science fiction”, the
‘second book was a total change, It is & copllection of eight short steries writ-
ten by Asimov in the y@ara 1939-1941, none of which haz yet appeared in anth-
ologiag. This last is perhaps a telling point, as I think that a2ll his good
stories have been anthologised. It is alsc relevant that all except one of the
storieg were either rejectoed by Cambell, or considered unsuitable for sending
to hie (on the grounde that he would reject them), Yat the stories are comple-
tely rosdable, They are all *good ratteling yerns®, a form of writing not tc be
aneersd at, The feature of the stories that I found most fascinating, given the
well-known urbanity of the good doctor, ia their naivetd, He reslly wag ter-
ribly innocent. Apart from thig, it is nol at all evident from the writing that
these were written by a totally inexperienced 18 year old. Por anyone except
the very best, these stories would be considered good. gven if they are still
less than average by Asimovts standsrd they are astill eminently readable,

Happily 1 read the Asimov second. It made a delightful and refreshing
chango from the firast.

Revieved Dy Eoin Barrett
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SF CROSSWORD
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. SP artist (4)

L0

Horsey occupsation (4)

. Nuclear power type (o)

e

Rrother of aragonrider with flair
(4}

Tyre of coal (4)

Faperback publisher (3)

waxed end 5

Time unit in World of Ptavva (6)

. gesture with heaa (3)
. Cremical syzbol (2)
- Madame (ab.) (3)

DowN © e,
1, Matter (loosely apeaking){5)

2, Astrophysical atatus of Jinx (4)
5. _____ Makenzis (6)

7. In a ghort while (4)

8. annoyed (5)

9. Cause of death in a spacing (7)
12. what Asimov and Scithers are (7}
14, Star (5)

17. Jacgue Lafebvre's- job (5)

19. 1ype of yseaat in protector (4)
22. ¥hat most BgM's are (2

24, Chemical sywmbol (2)



ACROSS (Cont,)

23. =glippery Jim'a® miadle name (7)
25. Puployers of tools (5)

Answerg on page B.
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NEWS OF INTEREST

PCSTER C(NTEST & McKBERSHIP DRIVE

In a move to increase the mesbership cf the I3FA, the Committee have
announceda that any wember who can recruit five (5) nev members botwoen now
and the enc of July will receive a refund of this year's meabership fee. As
was announced in the luet issue of the newsletier, among the method of getting
new membsrs 48 the use of posters which should be drawn and located by you;
the Augusl meeting will award a prize for the best poster, this being based
both upon effectivensss and upon artistic merit.

BEST FICTI(H CQNTEST FCR 1978-1979

The Coumittes would like to announce that there will be a contest for
the bsat work of ficlion subwitted to sither ISFA publication ovsr tha next
year. A8 Lsunl, all works gheuld be submitted to John McCarthy, ¢/¢ Paddy
OtConnell, 1Yl Templeware Avenue, Rathgar, Dublin 6, .

All potential contributors are rezinded that the deadline {or stories,
etc, for the (ctaeber Qlargate 1a 15 august, so get busy.
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MORE REVIEWS

Leluge by Richard Doyle {London; Pan bocks, B80p., 1977)

This i3 a novel by the great nephew of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and is re-
wiriscent ®f some of his QF works. It ie written in the tradition of "dis-
aster-catastiropke typs novels, and describes a hypothetical flood by the
river Thaues, caused by abnormal gales in the North Sea), and its subsequent
effects on the c¢ity of lLondon.

The scene is set in London of 1978, and the authoyr descridbes the events
with graphic realisw, showing a detajled knowledge of the cooplexities of

lood contrel; and urban techinologies. Although lacking in individual charac-
tor portrayals, this is o well written, realistic 3F aovel, wvorth rending.

Reviewed by David lLass
MCRE 9P B Tv---The first installment of Robert lLane's review of 1977-1978

" The jutumn and Winter seasons on TV sesa to bring a fair oprinkling of
87 and Fantasy films. 3ince there was only one apoken objection to my review
of last summer's offerings, I shall now take a look et the films which the
five atations heve telecast since the middle of July last year., BBC 2 comes
up with the prize this time. They ran.seven films for us: the SCN OF FRANKEN-
STEIN was followed in sequence by GHOST CP FRANKENSTEIN, PRANKENSTEIN MEETS
TKE WOLFMAN, HCUSE CF FRANKENSTEIN, and HCUSE CP DRACULA. The Hommer films
EVIL OF FRANKENSTEIN (which was reveiwed by Jim Ivers in an earlier liewsletter)
and SHE followed. Theae wers Lhen followsd ab Christmas by the curious DARK
STAR. A dig treat was the rebroadcast of the televimion play 1984 that brought
peter Ccushing to the notice of film proaucers. BBC 1 gave us BREWSTER McCLQUD,
CMREGA MAN, PRQIECTED MAN, ATLANTIS THE LCST CCHNTINENT, and SILENT KUNNING. The
Sky at Night programme on December 16Lh had Arthur C, Clarke as its guest and
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they ended up with FLASH GCRDQN CCNQUERing THE UNIVERSE for Christmas. UIV
regeated the CRACK IN THZ BARTH wvhich Harlech had shown in the susmer, befors
taking us on the PANTASTIC VOYAGE, maaterminding the ESCAPE FR(M THE PLANET
OF THE APES, exposing us to the ANDACMEDA STRAIN, introducing ua to the BODY
STEALERS and trezting us %o a round trip of Ray Harryhausen's MYSTERI(QUS
1SLAND. RTE heve tried to improve thedir output, but with the exception of
DEVIIDCLIL, the quality was mot up to much. FIVE WR2KS IN A BALLOON was too
long; mobody really cares whem the EARTH DIES SCREAMINC, and elthough it wasz
anizated, JACK THE GIAKT KILLER was disappointing. To round off the spectacle,
Harlech (before ny set deciaed not to pick up the station anymore) put on the
NIGET CALLER and Hammer's RCVENGE OF FRAWNKENSTELN,

The Universal Frankenstein series was beconing a little jaded by the time
CHCST CF FRANKENSTEIN cawe en the market. lLon Chaney Junior took over the role
frea Eoris farloff and was resurrected from the now solidifisd sulphur pit by
8ela lugosi®s Ygor who, curteusly, was also 8till very much alive after bsing
sket by Basil Rathbone. Destruction by fire answared the old question---how te
get rid of the monster? In 1943 they made FRANKENSTEIN MEETS THE WOLFMAN. Belas
lugcsl qonned the heavy malte-up which he hed refused to wear in 1931 (much to
the eventual celight of Boris Karloff). The monster was not enough for movie
furo so the wolfman lLarry Taldol joined hie in the mayhem only to be drowned
with him in the finale...BCUSE CF FRANKENSTEIN had both of the charactera re~
turning with Count Dracula and a hunchback in tow. Glenn Strange ana Lon Chanay
Junior continued as Frankenstein's misshapen creature and his puppy Cohort and
were to ve aeen &sgain in the followup HCUSE GF DRACULA, The Count waa played by
Joha Carradine {father of Kung-Fu's David Carradine). The series was almost
over and except for one mesting with Abbottand Costello, tmiversal decidsd to
diszantle the monster. Requescat in Pace.’

TC BEE CINTINUED IN RATER HEWSLETTEHS...
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ACECSS DORY

3. Soss . 1. Stuff
4., Stud 2. Yoon

6. Tusion S. Duncen
10. P'ror 7. Jcon
1l. Coke 8. Irked
13. ace 9. vaccuum
19. Waned 12, Editors
18. Biltun 14, Dened
18. Ked 17. Tamer
23 AW 19, Dole
2l. ¥ne 22. ET

23. folivar 24. AU

25. Tasers
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The centents of this Newsletier are copyright {(c) 1978 by the Irish Science
Ficiion issociation ana/or the individual contridutor(s) and mey no%t be re-
procuced in any form withous the written permission of the Irieh Science
Factien Associatieon er the contributer(s) concerned, All enquires regarding the
1SF~ shoule be asaresssd to the Secrelary, Paddy ('Connell, 11 Templemore Ave.,
satogar, Budlia 6.
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